A 1éprigo6 (Turdus viscivorus) elsé urbanizalt koltése Budapesten

Nyugat-Eurdpa, ¢és kiilondsen Anglia nagyvarosi parkjainak régota kozonséges faja a
1éprigd (Cramp, 1992). Hazankban azonban csak a kozéphegységekben, illetve az Alfold
néhany pontjan kolt elszortan. Elsésorban a természetkozeli, vagy csak erdészeti-
mezbgazdasagi tevékenység altal befolyasolt ¢lohelyeken fészkel, kedveli a magas facso-
portokkal tarkitott legeloket, irtasréteket. 1972-bél ismert egy koltése Zirc tertiletérél, de ez
a koltés talan Zire varos ,erdei habitat™ jellegét titkrozi (Magas-Bakony, Zirci Arborétum)
(Bankovics, 1984). A 1éprigd mindenesetre nem jellemzo tagja a hazai urbanizalt madarfau-
nanak (Sasvari, 1984).

2002 4prilisaban Budapesten, az Uj Koztemetdben fészekanyagot gylijté 1éprigot fi-
gyeltem meg. A temetd kozponti wtvonalan kialakitott kérforgalom éltal kérilhatarolt
gyepbél a madar hamarosan egy kozeli fara szallt, ahol jol latszott a torzs {6 eldgazasaban,
2-2,5 m magasan épiilé fészke. Jinius 13-an ugyanitt egy léprigo taplalékot keresett a fi-
ben. A madér csérébe gylijtotte a rovarokat, majd a tolem négy méterre meglapulé masik
madarhoz ugralt, és megetette. Kozelebb Iéptem, ekkor a kozvetleniil kirdpiilés utdni, fiatal
1éprigd nehézkesen felszallt a legk6zelebbi fara.

Ez a koltés nem emlékeztet a hazankban eddig ismert léprigokoltésekre, inkdbb a nyu-
gat-eurépai urbanizalt Iéprigdk néhany viselkedési jellegzetességét mutatja. Noha a kozte-
metd hatalmas park, és egyes részei elhagyatott, ember nem jarta gyep, bozot vagy erdoség
jellegick, a madar a temetd legforgalmasabb utvonala mellett, kozvetlendl Gt menti fan,
viszonylag alacsonyan koltott. A rigd. nem a tobbé-kevésbé természetes jellegli novényzet-
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ben, hanem a fiinyirassal kialakitott gyepben mozgott, itt gy(ijtott fészekanyagot és itt tap-
lalkozott. Végiil szokatlan volt az emberek és autok iranti bizalmassaga, ezeket néhany
méterre bevarta, ami nagyjabol a belvarosi feketerigok viselkedésének megfeleld tavolsag.

A fajnak ez a hazankbol ismert els, kifejezetten urbanizalt koltése. Elképzelhetd, hogy
a jév6ben Magyarorszagon is kialakul majd egy nagyvérosi kornyezetben fészkeld 1éprigo-
allomany, és cbben az esetben fontos volna ennek kialakulasat és terjedését mar a kezde-
tektdl folyamatosan nyomon kévetni.
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First urbanised breeding of Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus) in Budapest

Mistle Thrush has long been an usual breeding bird in the parks of Western Europe and
Britain in particular (Cramp, 1992). In Hungary, however, Mistle Thrush is a scarce
breeding bird in the mountains and a few isolated patches in the plains. It breeds either in
natural habitats or in fields impacted by forestry or agriculture, prefers mosaics of grass and
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wood fragments. In 1972 there was a successful breeding in the town of Zirc, but this
breeding appears to indicate the “natural habitat” character of the town which is situated in
the High-Bakony hills and has a huge arboretum in the centre (Bankovics, 1984). Apart
from this single breeding observed three decades before, Mistle Thrush is not known from
the urbanised breeding avifauna in Hungary (Sasvari, 1984).

In April, 2002, I observed a Mistle Thrush collecting nest material in the New Public
Cemetery of Budapest. The bird was seen in the grass few meters from the main road of the
cemetery, and soon it flew into the nearby tree directly to a nest under construction situated
at 2-2.5 meters height. On June 13, T observed a foraging Mistle Thrush on the same place.
The bird was collecting prey items into the bill, and soon it moved to a juvenile individual
hiding at 4 meters distance from me, and fed it. When I moved closer, the adult bird took
wing, while the fledged juvenile bird struggled itself up into the nearest tree.

This breeding does not resemble typical Mistle Thrush breedings in Hungary, rather it
shows similarities to the behaviour of West European urbanised Mistle Thrushes. Although
the New Public Cemetery is the largest park of Budapest with huge, relatively undisturbed
grasses, bushes and woods, this nest was built near the main road of the cemetery at a
relatively low height. The thrush was not observed in the more-or-less natural vegetation of
the remote areas, rather it collected both nest materials and prey items in the managed (cut
and watered) grass. It was rather tame in relation to humans and vehicles, kept only a
distance of few meters that is comparable to the behaviour of urbanised Blackbirds (Turdus
merula) of the city.

This is the first known urbanised breeding of this species in Hungary. Presuming that
Mistle Thrush will develop an urbanised population in the future in Hungary, it would be
interesting to monitor this process continuously right from the beginning.
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